ANTHONY   EDEN

Hyde Park to the memory of the late W. H. Hudson. There
was badinage both from the aesthetes and the philistines.
One member suggested to the Under-Secretary that the
Daily Mail should in future be made the absolute arbiter in
these matters. Another suggested that the artist, owing to
inadequate knowledge of the English language, thought he
had to produce a sculpture dealing with birds and had
erected a scarecrow; and yet another, Sir William Davidson,
representing the constituency with the Albert Memorial in
it, asked the Under-Secretary whether the panel did not in
fact show * a deformed female figure with elephantiasis of
the hand? '

In this atmosphere Eden intervened with high seriousness
to ask his chief whether * he will give at least six months to
a certain section of the public in order that they may learn
to appreciate this work of art. I wish further to ask whether
in point of fact there has ever been any work of art of
merit that has not led to a storm of abuse ? ' This was gal-
lantry and good sense, but symptomatic of that streak of
earnestness in him which on occasion seems to deaden his
sense of irony.